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news
The 30-day session of the New Mexico
Legislature is history. Despite the tremen-
dous amount of energy expended on
health care reform with the goal of univer-
sal coverage, it wasn't to be. The governor
announced that he would call a special
session to take the matter up, but nothing
has yet been announced. NMMS' ad hoc
committee on reform studied the issue for
about a year before drafting legislation
that would have set up a health care
authority responsible for planning and
entrusted with the power to implement
changes that could affect health care in the
state. Simultaneously we worked with the
governor in his efforts toward universal
coverage. In January, the NMMS Council,
voted to not proceed with our legislation
after NMMS was successful in amending
the governor's bill (see NMMS Council,
page 2). The hope had been that legisla-
tors would have one reform bill to consid-
er that had buy-in from stakeholders. That
also didn't happen.  In addition to the gov-
ernor's bill, at least 4 others were intro-
duced. It was evident going into the ses-
sion that 30 days was not enough time to
find a solution everyone could live with (if

No Health Care Reform

Always in need of panelists or expert wit-
nesses, the New Mexico Medical Review
Commission (NMMRC — medical/legal
panel) is recruiting. The NMMRC is the
mandatory malpractice review panel con-
sisting of volunteers from the medical and
law professions.  The medical legal panels,
part of the Medical Malpractice Act, review
malpractice cases before they can proceed
to court. Hearings are Mondays-Thursdays
at 7:00 pm at the Marshall Building in
Albuquerque. The average case lasts
between 2 and 3 hours. Out of town pan-
elists are reimbursed for mileage and physi-
cians can earn CME.

Medical Legal Panel
Needs Volunteers

The 122nd annual meeting of the New
Mexico Medical Society will be held
May 9 and 10 at the Marshall Building
in Albuquerque. We hope you will
attend - the meeting is open to all
members. This year's CME is on MRSA.
Our annual Rio Grande Zoo reception
will again be held thanks to the gen-
erosity of American Physicians
Assurance. Registration materials will
mailed in early April and will also be
posted on the NMMS website:
nmms.org

Mark Your Calendar:
NMMS Annual
Meeting May 9, 10

that was to happen at all). Also complicat-
ing matters was a sharp division between
the legislature and governor over control
on reform decisions and how reform would
be financed. 

The state budget was passed with some-
where between a $10 and $20 million
shortfall for Medicaid expenditures, thus
our bill asking for automatic yearly increas-
es was D.O.A.  (Hopefully the next bit of
news WON'T be provider decreases.)

1521 bills were introduced this session
with only about 10% passing both houses.
The governor has until March 5 to act.
Thus far he has signed only 6 into law.

More than a dozen bills on NMMS' track-
ing list passed including SB127 that will
pay the first year license fee for residents;
HB 89 that lists requirements for physician
assistants; HB 167 Birthforce Retention
Fund; HB 177, suspension and reporting
regs regarding medical liscenses. The
NMMS final legislative update is on the
Newsletter page of the NMMS website:
www.nmms.org



Physicians who participated in the July-December, 2007
Physicians Quality Reporting Initiative should be receiving
their bonus checks. The word we have is that "the check is
in the mail" sometime after February. The program was
extended for an additional year. Physicians who are par-
ticipating in the PQRI from January-December of this year
will receive a 1.5% bonus of Medicare's allowed charges
for the year.  

newsMEDICAL
NEW MEXICOPage 2 January/February/March 2008

MEDICAL
NEW MEXICO

TrailBlazer Health Enterprises is our new Medicare carrier
(administrative contractor) for New Mexico Parts A and B
fee-for service. Hopefully, you have already set up your
electronic fund transfer. If not, your payments will be issued
by check until this is set. Information: http://www.okn-
mmedicare.com/provider/j4/J4CommNo11.pdf 

And more information in general: http://www.oknmmedi-
care.com/provider/j4/j4CheckList.pdf

Reminder — 
New Medicare Carrier 
as of March 1

Council Considers NMMS Legislative Agenda

More Medicare — PQRI

March 1 - the last date claims will be accepted with just a lega-
cy number. All claims must now include your NPI number.

May 23 - ONLY the NPI on all public and commercial claims,
paper and electronic. NO legacy numbers to be used at all.

More Medicare — 
NPI Implementation

Robert Melendez MD was awarded the AMA Foundation
Leadership Award.

News of Members

Classified
NMMS accepts classified advertising at no charge for NMMS
members. Non-members $25/25words.

Hospitalist Position Availableat the Heart Hospital, full or
part time. Must be board-certified in internal medicine. No
night call, great lifestyle and collegial working environment.
Call Drs. Rebecca Bair (505-577-4023) or Patricia Carbajo
(505-400-6001) for information.

Human Services Department Secretary Pam Hyde
reviewed the latest version of the governor's health care
reform bill, HealthSOLUTIONS with the Council at its
winter quarterly meeting January 12 and answered ques-
tions. Following her presentation, the Council defeated a
motion that NMMS endorse the bill exclusively but
instead adopted a motion to endorse any of the bills
expected to be introduced at the 30 day session begin-
ning January 15 that met the principles for health care
reform adopted by the 2007 NMMS House of Delegates.

NMMS legal counsel and lobbyist John Anderson JD
said that health care reform would consume most of the
NMMS legislative agenda, but reviewed the additional
key measures the Society will introduce at the 2008 New
Mexico Legislative session which include: 1. A gross
receipts tax deduction for co-pays and deductibles; 2. A
physician Medicaid fee increase which includes an annu-
al inflation inflator. There was discussion regarding a
HPV vaccine bill to be introduced by Senator Steve
Komadina MD . Many specialty societies, including

pediatric and family practice physicians are supporting
the bill as are the College of Physicians and the New
Mexico Department of Health. Mr. Anderson said a New
Mexico Medical Board bill that pays medical resident
license fees will be introduced, and said that no amend-
ments to the New Mexico Medical Malpractice Act are
expected, however HM-25, a study of the act which
passed in the 2007 legislative session, will proceed with
its recommendations due for the 2009 session. 

Albert Kwan MD reported on a job fair for health pro-
fessionals which NMMS co-sponsored with University
Health Sciences, and on the opening of an office at the
university with the mission of matching physician prac-
tices with residents and fellows. Expect to hear more
about this. This is a great opportunity to hopefully avoid
the high cost of recruiting physicians for practices.

Complete minutes have been posted on the NMMS web-
site on the Meetings page. The next Council meeting is
May 8 at noon at the Marshall Building.
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The UNM  School of Medicine is looking for a few good
men and women to be preceptors for medical students
and students in the BA/MD program.

The time commitment varies. Both Albuquerque and out
of Albuquerque physicians are needed. Here are some of
the rewards (in addition to helping and mentoring stu-
dents): access to all libraries; access to Johnson Gym;
50% discounts on athletic events; and more!  For infor-
mation please contact Amy Clithero at 505-272-6140
or aclithero@salud.unm.edu.

Medical School
Preceptors Needed

In Memoriam
Diane C. Banks MD

7/14/45 - 11/20/07
Grants

Avrum B. Organick MD
7/16/26 - 12/17/07

Albuquerque

John B. Roberts MD
3/3/28 - 1/27/08 

Albuquerque

John J. Smoker MD
4/29/30 - 12/6/07

Santa Fe

Eligible health care practitioners who provide services in
designated rural health care underserved areas are now
able to apply for an income tax credit under a new pro-
gram which started this year. The credit, $5,000 for
physicians, will be available for taxable years beginning
January 1, 2007 for services in certain approved loca-
tions as determined by the New Mexico Department of
Health. Complete information (the application process,
approved locations, and application form) are on our
website (Home page, under Latest News) or call the New
Mexico Rural Health Practitioner Tax Credit Program,
505 841-5817.

Tax Credit for Rural
Health Care Providers
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NMMS 2008 Candidates for Office
Each year the NMMS House of Delegates elects officers to lead the New Mexico Medical Society for the year. The

physicians below were selected by the NMMS Nominating Committee to run for the 2008-2009 vacancies.

Vice President (Albuquerque)

Lynn Bryant MD

I am honored to be nominated for the posi-
tion of vice president. I have served on the
Council, and recently as Speaker of the
House. One of our biggest challenges is to
maintain our role as strong patient advocates
while learning new and innovative ways to
deliver and support patient care in this world of health care
reform. It is important for us to speak with one voice. I have
always tried to find an equitable path through whatever
debate erupted, keeping in mind what is best for patient care.
We must also keep in mind what is best for physicians and
push for solutions that help, not hinder our work. My skill at
facilitation and ability to examine change is what I will bring
to this office. I will work hard for the Society if elected.  

AMA Alternate Delegate (Albuquerque)

Allen Adolphe MD

I am a trustee for GAMA, a councilor for the
New Mexico Medical Society and have been
a solo practitioner. I am currently a Lovelace
internist and a professor at the University of
New Mexico Medical School. Either as a solo
physician or as part of a managed care orga-
nization, I have been a persistent voice protecting our ability
to practice medicine. My experience has given me an
overview of the realities and challenges that face us. Changes
are coming, which the AMA greatly influences. If elected, I
will help frame the debate in a positive way for NM physi-
cians. The AMA voice is important, but it must represent us.
I will listen to your concerns and be YOUR representative.

Kathleen Blake MD

I would be honored to continue as your alter-
nate delegate to the AMA.  We are fortunate
to have a diverse yet cohesive AMA delega-
tion. We have multiplied our influence at the
AMA by sharing expertise, expanding mem-
bership, involving medical students, volun-
teering for service, and partnering with specialty organiza-
tions.  On your behalf I have served on several AMA com-
mittees. In these roles, I have brought the perspective of a
rural state to a national forum as we address health care
issues. My goal is simple albeit challenging: New Mexico as
one of the best places in America to practice medicine. We
need a consistent presence at the AMA, and a strong, stable
advocate. I am that person. I ask your continued support of
my efforts on behalf of New Mexico.

James Tryon MD

I think that our continued participation in
organized medicine is extremely important as
we move forward with a health care reform
process, both in the state and nationally.
New Mexico has been well represented by
our delegates who have actively participated
in the AMA and have become recognized for their voice and
leadership. If elected, I would continue our commitment to
the process.

David Scrase MD

I am deeply honored to be nominated (for a
second time) for Vice President.  I served on
the Governor's Committee to Insure New
Mexicans and am very aware of the effect on
physician practices that new legislation could
impose.  While much of my time is now spent
as the executive responsible for the state's largest delivery
system, practicing internal medicine and geriatrics on a
weekly basis continues as my first love.  We all know that
NMMS will face very significant challenges as health care
reform takes center stage in our legislature, and I believe my
track record of being able to use data to convince legislators
of the vital importance of physicians in improving the health
of New Mexicans can make an important difference in
improving clinical practice for all of us.

Secretary/Treasurer (unopposed)

Peter Beaudette MD

Thank you for nominating me to continue in
the office of secretary/treasurer for another
two years. This is an office I have held for the
past four years. I have endeavored to
strengthened our finances and the organiza-
tion of our assets in an ongoing safe and sta-
ble matrix. Our assets have doubled over the past four years
and now approach $2,000,000. This allows us to keep our
dues at a minimal level and participate and support medical
related projects that are important to our members. I will con-

tinue to do my best to enhance our organization and its
financial viability. Thank you again for giving me this oppor-
tunity to serve.

(continued)
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AMA Delegate (Out of Albuquerque)

Albert Kwan MD

It is an honor to be nominated for dele-
gate to the AMA. I am currently in solo
surgical practice in Clovis. I graduated
from UNM School of Medicine in 1983,
served in the U.S. Air Force for 7 years
where I was chief of surgery in 3 different
hospitals including a mobile hospital during Desert Storm.

I have been active with the NMMS for the past 15
years. I am currently serving as president of our
Society. I am the governor of the American College of
Surgeons from New Mexico. I am on the board of
directors of NMMRA and a member of the medical
honor society, Alpha Omega Alpha.

During my year as president-elect, I toured our state
visiting county medical societies and came to know
many of you, learning about your concerns and ideas
which guide my decisions and actions in the AMA
House of Delegates.

I would greatly appreciate your vote and be honored to
serve as your delegate to the AMA.

Jerry McLaughlin MD

Thank you for considering me for re-
election to the position of AMA delegate
representing the New Mexico Medical
Society. As we in New Mexico continue
to struggle with topics such as health care
reform and medical liability limitations,
we find ourselves benefitting from the experiences of
other states and specialty societies through our rela-
tionships in the AMA. It can  take years to build these
relationships and I have invested time in the AMA
House of Delegates both as the alternate delegate rep-
resenting the Young Physicians Section for 4 years and
currently representing New Mexico as delegate. I am
proud to be part of what I believe is the most effective
and visible small state delegation in the AMA House.
We need leaders who can communicate with our
adversaries, our friends and those within our own
ranks. I believe physicians are most effective when we
present a united front and organized medicine is the
most effective vehicle. I appreciate your confidence in
me over the years and would appreciate your vote to
re-elect me as AMA delegate.

AMA Young Physician Section

Jemery Kaufman MD

I am honored to be nominated for this
position. As an internist starting my
career in rural New Mexico, I feel a sense
of duty to provide a voice for my patients
and colleagues. Recently out of residen-
cy, serving as the NMMS representative
for the AMA Young Physician Section would be an out-
standing opportunity to further develop my leadership
and professional skills on both a state and national
level. I understand the importance of organized
medicine to serve both patients and physicians, and
would be thrilled to be elected.

Robert Melendez MD

Thank you for the nomination as repre-
sentative to the AMA Young Physician
Section (YPS). I am an ophthalmologist
at Eye Associates of NM and married
with three children. As a medical student,
I was president of the NMMS student sec-
tion.  Currently, I am the secretary/treasurer for the
New Mexico Academy of Ophthalmology and section
chief of ophthalmology for Presbyterian Hospital. I am
also very involved in the American Academy of
Ophthalmology (AAO). I am currently pursuing an
MBA degree at Anderson School of Management. I
look forward to serving you.

Section 1. Standing Committees.The House of Delegates
of the New Mexico Medical Society shall have the follow-
ing standing committees:

R. Health Care Coverage for New Mexico

Proposed Changes to By Laws
Section 2. Appointment and Selection of Committee Members.

R. Health Care Coverage for New Mexico Committee
shall meet to develop plans and implementation strate -
gies for the health care reform principles adopted by
the New Mexico Medical Society or pertinent issues
referred for consideration by the president.



Chaves County

Roger McFadden MD

Curry-DeBaca-Roosevelt

Donald Heine MD

Michael Paterson MD

Edward Pienkos MD

Dona Ana

Aroboyi Imoisi MD

Alma Lemez MD

George Lopez MD

Kairasp Noshirwani MD

Franz Theard MD

Welcome to new NMMS members!
We’re happy to have you.

Grant

Terrell Hadley MD

Greater Albuquerque 

Medical Association

Sarah K. Barksdale MD

Galen P. Barnes MD

Linda R. Casey MD

Christopher J. McIlwain DO

Richard Mondragon MD

Jesse R Rael MD

John Rask MD

Yolanda Ann Tso MD

Victor Q. Zapanta MD
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Locum Tenens

Victor Davis MD

Robert Rice MD

Los Alamos-Rio Arriba

Sarah Cassell MD

McKinley

Marci Gambarota MD

Santa Fe

Michael Katz MD

Taos

Jack Garland MD

Haywood Hall MD
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The New Mexico Medical Society has
accredited the following organizations/
associations to present continuing
medical education programs.

Gila Regional Medical Center
Silver City, NM
Celeste Bencomo • 505-538-4026

Greater Albuquerque Medical Association
Albuquerque, NM
Joan Ford • 505-821-4583

Lea Regional Medical Center
Hobbs, NM
Lisa Thompson • 505-492-5286

Memorial Medical Center
Las Cruces, NM
Sarah Addison • 505-521-2218

New Mexico Medical Review Association
Albuquerque, NM
Boyd Kleefisch • 505-998-9898

Presbyterian Healthcare Services
Albuquerque, NM
Lee Anne Smith • 505-841-1227
Lisa McCade • 505-841-1436

Rehoboth McKinley Christian 
HealthCare Services
Gallup, NM
Niles McCall • 505-863-7333

San Juan Regional Medical Center
Farmington, NM
Charlotte Carpenter • 505-599-6111

St. Vincent Regional Medical Center
Santa Fe, NM
Deborah Weiss • 505-820-5596
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Continuing 
Medical Education

March 8-9, 2008
4th Annual National Procedural Sedation Course
Domenici Center for Health Sciences Education, UNM North Campus, Albuquerque, NM
Contact: UNM Office of CME 505-272-3942 or http://hsc.unm.edu/cme 

March 14-16, 2008
Mayo Clinic's GI & Hepatology 2008: Advances and Case Discussions
Disney's BoardWalk Resort, Lake Buena Vista, FL 
Contact: Linda Gibson at 800-462-9633/904-953-7114 or gibson.linda@mayo.edu 

March 15-17, 2008
Mayo Clinic's Advances and Changing Trends in Medicine - Update 2008
Hilton Cancun Golf & Spa Resort, Cancun, Mexico 
Contact: Linda Gibson at 800-462-9633/904-953-7114 or gibson.linda@mayo.edu

March 26-29, 2008
Clinical Reviews 2008: A Primary Care and Internal Medicine Update
FireSky Resort and Spa, Scottsdale, AZ
Contact: Mayo Clinic at 480-301-4580

March 27-29, 2008
Mayo School of Continuing Medical Education "Menopausal Medicine"
Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort & Spa, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 
Contact: 800-323-2688  (reference 2008R017) or  www.mayo.edu/cme 

April 12, 2008
28th Annual NM Chapter of ACEP's Emergency Medicine Symposium 
Domenici Center for Health Sciences Education, UNM North Campus, Albuquerque, NM
Contact: Kathy Breckenridge at 505-272-0883 or http://hsc.unm.edu/cme 

April 13, 2008
Airway911 Course
Domenici Center for Health Sciences Education, UNM North Campus, Albuquerque, NM 
Contact: Kathy Breckenridge at 505-272-0883 or http://hsc.unm.edu/cme 

April 25-27, 2008 
Mayo Clinic's Advances and Controversies in Clinical Nutrition
The Firesky Resort & Spa, Scottsdale, AZ 
Contact: Linda Gibson at 800-462-9633/904-953-7114 or gibson.linda@mayo.edu  

April 29 - May 2, 2008
Advances in Indian Health
UNM Continuing Education Conference Center, Albuquerque, NM
Contact: Kathy Breckenridge at 505-272-0883 or http://hsc.unm.edu/cme 

May 9, 2008
MRSA: Uncensored
New Mexico Medical Society Annual Meeting, Marshall Building, Albuquerque,NM
Contact: Annie Jung at 505-828-0237 or ajung@nmms.org 

June 6, 2008
27th Annual University of New Mexico Orthopaedic Alumni Conference

cme


