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Volume 23 • Number 5 As anticipated, a cut in payments to physi-

cians of approximately 10% is set to take
effect January 1, 2008. The cut is part of cur-
rent law that requires reductions in physician
fees for about 10 more years. The cuts are
part of an overall 15 year plan to reduce pay-
ments by 40%, however, for the last 5 years,
Congress has stepped in, several times at the
last minute, to keep the cuts from occurring. It
is unknown whether this will happen for
2008. Also part of the 2008 payment sched-
ule rule is the final list of quality measures for
the 2008 Physician Quality Reporting
Initiative. The rule also contains changes to
physician self-referral regulations. 

The AMA, NMMS and most state medical
associations and national specialty societies
have been strongly advocating not only for
congressional action to stop the looming 2008

CMS Cuts Physician Medicare 
Reimbursements

cut, but for legislation that would change the
formula responsibly for the cuts. It is critical
that this formula be replaced.  

In New Mexico, the dollar amount expected to
be lost due to the 2008 cut is $24 million;
$690 million total for the years 2008-2015. 

You can help.  Please contact New Mexico
Senators Pete Domenici and Jeff
Bingaman (link directly from the NMMS
website: www.nmms.org) and ask them to
adopt two years of positive updates and to
establish a pathway for passage of a long-
term solution in 2009. Please ask them to
dedicate new funding for this, and not use
funding gimmicks that would result in steep-
er payment cuts down the road. All calls and
e-mails can make a difference. (See AMA
story below.)

Representing NMMS at the AMA interim
meeting in Hawaii November 10-13 were
delegates Drs. Steve Kanig , Jerry
McLaughlin , Kathleen Blake , UNM dele-
gate Jacob Hartz , as well as ten additional
medical students. Also attending from New
Mexico and representing specialty societies:
Dr. W. Marion Jordan , Dr. John Seibel ,
Dr. Steve Tolber and Dr. Barbara
McAneny . Also in attendance, NMMS
Executive Director Randy Marshall and
NMMS legal counsel John Anderson .

Delegates were advised to contact their sena-
tors and voice their displeasure regarding
CMS' scheduled 2008 physician Medicare
payment cuts and to consider non-participa-
tion in the Medicare program. AMA President
Ronald Davis MD described the Medicare

AMA Calls Short Term Fix
for Medicare “Pathetic”

Following the release of a plan by Governor
Bill Richardson to reform health care in New
Mexico, the NMMS Council recently
approved its proposal for reform drafted by
the NMMS Ad Hoc Committee on Reform
and Universal Access, chaired by Immediate
Past President James Tryon MD .  The pro-
posal includes a "health care authority" which
would function as a kind of clearinghouse for
most aspects of health care in the state. The
Council stressed that physicians' negotiating
power be retained in any model and that
physicians not be mandated to accept a pri-
vate or state insurance program. The gover-
nor's plan also calls for a health care authori-
ty. Both plans and a matrix comparing them is
on the NMMS website: www.nmms.org. It is
important to note that NO plan is in its final

Health Care Reform
Expected to Dominate 
30-Day Session

Short Term Fix ...continued on Page 2 Health Care Reform ...continued on Page 2
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Have you visited the NMMS website lately? If not, please
make it a point to do so. Just posted on the Practice Info
Page, an updated booklet that includes changes in the gross
receipts law passed during the 2007 legislative session, which
clarifies how to claim any retroactive credit due. Everything
you need to know about HIPAA, a guide for closing your
practice, information on record retention, patient discount-
ing, and more is here. You can access the latest and past
newsletters, get a listing of NMMS meetings, link directly to
state and federal agencies, and follow CME opportunities.
We hope you will become acquainted with this resource.

PPO Stalking, Closing Your
Practice, Latest on GRT 
...and Much More

The deadline for all Medicaid prescriptions to be written on
tamper resistant prescription pads has been pushed to April,
2008.  Originally set to take effect October 1, the law will pay
pharmacies only if the prescription is electronically transmit-
ted (phone, e-prescribing, fax) or written, on special tamper
resistant paper which prevents erasure or modification of
original information. The special pads must also be designed
to prevent the use of counterfeit forms, and unauthorized
copying of black forms.

Tamper Resistant
Prescriptions Delayed

The U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
reports that the vast majority of Medicare claims are being
submitted with a National Provider Identifier (NPI). Moreover
the Medicare NPI crosswalk is successfully linking NPIs to
legacy numbers for most claims. Following is the most recent
information on key Medicare NPI implementation dates:

· January 1, 2008: Medicare 837I electronic claims and
UB04 paper claims must include an NPI in fields identify-
ing the primary provider (billing and pay-to fields) or they
will be rejected. Claims that include legacy identifiers
paired with NPIs in the primary provider fields will still be
acceptable as will claims with legacy-only numbers in
secondary provider fields.

· March 1, 2008: Medicare fee-for-service claims must
include an NPI in the primary fields on the claim (i.e., the
billing, pay-to, and rendering fields). You may continue
to submit NPI/legacy pairs in these fields or submit only
your NPI on the claim. You may not submit claims con-
taining only a legacy identifier in the primary fields.
Claims without an NPI in the primary fields will be reject-
ed or returned as unprocessable beginning March 1,
2008. Until further notice, legacy identifiers may be
included only for the secondary fields.

· May 23, 2008: In keeping with the Contingency Guidance
issued on April 3, 2007, CMS will end the NPI contingen-
cy plan. Effective with this date, all HIPAA electronic trans-
actions (837I, 837P, NCPDP, 276/277, 270/271 and 835),
paper claims, and SPR remittance advice must include
only the NPI in all primary and secondary provider fields
(on the 837P and 837I). Transactions submitted with lega-
cy identifiers will be rejected. CMS will also stop sending
legacy identifiers on COB crossover claims at this time.

CMS Updates Medicare NPI
Implementation Datesproblem as an "imminent meltdown," and Congress' short

term fixes as pathetic.

In other AMA meeting news: policy was adopted that will
urge Congress to permanently reinstate a program that
enabled residents to delay repayment of their educational
loans during residency; the use of appropriately structured
and adequately funded tax credits for the uninsured to obtain
health insurance coverage; and several principles to guide in
the evaluation of state health system reform proposals were
adopted.

For a complete reading of all AMA actions: www.ama-
assn.org

state. All proposals, whether they be ours, or the governor's
are in a state of flux and negotiation. It is NMMS' hope that
common ground will be reflected in one, combined legislative
proposal to come before the Legislature in January.

Much of the NMMS plan was borrowed from the Healthy
Oregon Act. One of the authors of the act, Dr. Senator
Alan Bates described the Oregon plan to NMMS'
Committee on Reform and Universal Access. Sen. Bates' pre-
sentation and specifics of the Oregon plan are posted on the
NMMS website.

Other NMMS legislative priorities: automatic yearly fee
increases for physician Medicaid services, the inclusion of
patient co-pays and deductibles to receipts that qualify for the
GRT deduction; and protection of the Medical Malpractice Act.

Short Term Fix ...continued from Page 1

Health Care Reform ...continued from Page 1
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HealthXnet 
Adds Payers to
Claim Status,
Eligibility Inquiries

Medical News New Mexico is published by the New Mexico Medical Society, 7770 Jefferson NE, #400, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 
828–0237, 1–800–748–1596  •  http://www.nmms.org/nmms/

President Albert Kwan MD 
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President-Elect Dan Derksen MD
Albuquerque

Vice President Jerry McLaughlin MD
Hobbs

Secretary-Treasurer Peter Beaudette MD
Albuquerque

Executive Director Randy Marshall

Medical News 
New Mexico Editor Bonnie Smith

HealthXnet has re-introduced
Presbyterian claim status inquiries on
its multi-payer portal for healthcare
transactions.  This capability expands
HealthXnet's existing ability to per-
form claim status verifications with
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Lovelace,
and Molina. Access to additional
payer claims status, including New
Mexico Medicaid, will be added in
the coming year. 

HealthXnet users also now have
access to eligibility information
from CHAMPVA, which expands
HealthXnet's existing ability to per-
form eligibility verifications with
Aetna, Arizona Medicaid, BCBS
(nationwide), Cigna, Humana, First
Health, Lovelace, Mail Handlers,
Medicare, Molina, New Mexico
Medicaid,  Presbyter ian, Texas
Medicaid,  Tr icare (Champus)
and United Healthcare health plans.
HealthXnet is currently testing eligi-
bility transactions with additional
payers.

In addition to eligibility verifications
and claims status inquiries, HealthXnet
offers preauthorization and referral ver-
ifications. For more information visit
www.HealthXnet.com. You may also
contact Brett Weinstein at 505-
343-0070 or 866-908-0070, or
BWeinstein@NMHSC.com



newsMEDICAL
NEW MEXICOPage 4 October/November/December 2007

MEDICAL
NEW MEXICO

US News and World Reporthas ranked all 3 of New
Mexico's Salud! plans in the top 30 of nearly 200 in the
nation. The plans were evaluated in 3 categories: preven-
tion, treatment and consumer assessment based on find-
ings from the National Committee for Quality Assurance.
More: www.usnews.com

NM Medicaid Plans
Score High

A new online physician tool offering access to state and
national prescribing patterns is up and running. AMA
Therapeutic Insights is a quarterly web-based newsletter that
focuses on a different disease each issue and provides drug
therapy information, disease demographics and practice
guidelines. The first three newsletters cover migraines in
adults, type 2 diabetes and dyslipidemia. New Mexico physi-
cians can access the site to earn CME credit: www.ama-
assn.org/go/therapeuticinsights and select New Mexico in the
drop down box.

CME OPP — AMA’s
“Therapeutic Insights”

In Memoriam
Stuart M. Cooper MD

6/20/44 - 11/8/07
Albuquerque, NM

Richard A. Gray MD
5/6/30 - 9/19/07

Albuquerque, NM

Richard S. Meltzer MD
9/6/48 - 9/17/07
Las Cruces, NM

James A. Schneider MD
1/2/48 - 10/3/07

Albuquerque, NM

John K. Torrens MD
2/8/20 - 10/30/07
Albuquerque, NM

News of Members
Barbara McAneny MD has been nominated for president
of the American Society of Clinical Oncology. She has served
on ASCO's board since May, 2005.
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PLTC — 25 Years Young
People Living Through Cancer (PLTC), which offers peer
support services throughout the state for people with person-
al and family cancer experience has moved to a larger space
in Albuquerque. There are 34 support groups and many edu-
cational materials are available for patients. Please make your
patients aware of this resource.  For more information on
PLTC: www.pltc.org  or call 505-242-3263 or call toll-free at
888-441-4439.

Classified
NMMS accepts classified advertising at no charge for NMMS
members. Non-members $25/25words.

Doctor retiring from practice.Desks, exam tables and
other items available at no cost. Call Beverly 242-8607.
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Curry-DeBaca-Roosevelt
Shalomi M. George-Zieser DO
Monica Panwar MD

Dona Ana
Paul D. Cooney MD
Joseph Yaroch MD

Greater Albuquerque
Medical Association
Jaime Aagaard MD
Eduardo Alas MD
Bette Allen MD
Jennifer Anderson MD
Ezeil Askew Jr MD
Syed Aslam MD
Michael Contreras MD
Andrea Demeter MD
Thomas Downs MD
Ian Duchen MD
Michael Fealk DO
Angela Gallegos-Macias MD
Juliana Garcia DO
Pamela Hsu MD
Fernando Jumalon MD
Satkirin Khalsa MD
Melinda King MD
Kathleen Lopez MD
Ryan Lubert MD
Casandra Millea MD
Michelle Pent MD
Kimberly Reiter MD

Welcome to new NMMS members!
We’re happy to have you.

May Reyes MD
Molly Ritsema MD
Thomas Schroeder MD
Alicia Shook MD
Francesco Standoli MD
Dale Steele MD
John Stuart MD
Kelly Stuart MD
Edward Taliaferro MD
Zain Vally-Mahomed MD
Denise Walinsky MD
Daniel Westbury MD
Kathy WinstonMD
Elizabeth Withers MD

Locum Tenens
Robert McClees MD

Los Alamos-Rio Arriba
Anne Ortiz MD

McKinley
Robert Oldham MD

Santa Fe
Alan Arrington MD
Marni Feldmann MD
Mark Reininga MD
Wesley Pruett MD

Taos
Debra Singer MD
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NMMS Candidates for 2008
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Each year the NMMS House of Delegates elects officers. These physicians were selected by the NMMS Nominating
Committee to run for 2008 vacancies. Our next newsletter will feature a statement by each.

Vice President

David Scrase MDLynn Bryant MD 

James Tryon MDKathleen Blake MD 

AMA Delegate (out of Albuquerque)

Jerry McLaughlin MDAlbert Kwan MD 

AMA Young Physician Section

Robert Melendez MDJemery Kaufman MD

Secretary/Treasurer

Peter Beaudette MD

AMA Alternate Delegate
(Albuquerque)

Allen Adolphe MD
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NMMS 2007
Sponsor-a-Student Program

YES! I am interested in sponsoring            
student(s) at $25 each.

Enclosed is my check for $ 

NAME
PLEASE PRINT name of individual physician, NOT group or clinic name.

ADDRESS

CITY STATE          ZIP

MAIL TO: Monique Stone
NMMS
7770 Jefferson NE, Suite 400
Albuquerque, NM 87109

As you probably know, the Public Relations Committee of the New Mexico Medical Society start-
ed this program several years ago and it continues to be very successful. The first year of the pro-
gram generated only 6 students and now we are over 300!  The goal of the program is twofold: to
introduce medical students to the Society and to the AMA, and to introduce doctors-to-be to you.
(Some very good friendships have formed as a result!)

To "Sponsor-A-Student" means that volunteer physicians pay for one or more medical student
memberships to the state society and the AMA, at a cost of $25.00 per student.

Thank you very much for your generous support and participation in this important program; we
need you to keep it going!

PLEASE CONSIDER "SPONSORING" TWO OR MORE STUDENTS.

We appreciate all of your support to make this program so successful over the years. We continue
to need your help to keep the momentum of the program going.  

Thank you for your participation!



The New Mexico Medical Society has
accredited the following organizations/
associations to present continuing
medical education programs.

Gila Regional Medical Center
Silver City, NM
Celeste Bencomo • 505-538-4026

Greater Albuquerque Medical Association
Albuquerque, NM
Joan Ford • 505-821-4583

Lea Regional Medical Center
Hobbs, NM
Lisa Thompson • 505-492-5286

Memorial Medical Center
Las Cruces, NM
Sarah Addison • 505-521-2218

New Mexico Medical Review Association
Albuquerque, NM
Rebeccah Neu • 505-998-9898

Presbyterian Healthcare Services
Albuquerque, NM
Lee Anne Smith • 505-841-1227

Rehoboth McKinley Christian 
HealthCare Services
Gallup, NM
Niles McCall • 505-863-7333

San Juan Regional Medical Center
Farmington, NM
Charlotte Carpenter • 505-599-6111

St. Vincent Regional Medical Center
Santa Fe, NM
Deborah Weiss • 505-820-5596
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Continuing 
Medical Education

November 29, 2007
Pandemic Flu Ethics Forum
Presbyterian Administrative Center, Albuquerque, NM
Contact:  Cecilia Aragon at (505)841-1225 or cearagon@phs.org

December 13, 2007
Adjuvant Therapy for Rectal Cancer
NM Cancer Center, Albuquerque, NM
Contact: Mabel Coker at 822-3916 or mabelc@nmohc.com

January 20-26, 2008
Update in EEG, EMG, and Clinical Neurophysiology
Marriott at at McDowell Mountains, Scottsdale, AZ
Contact: Mayo Clinic at 480-301-4580

January 24-26, 2008
Proteomics and Genomics in the World of Personalized Medicine
Denver Marriott® City Center, Denver, CO
Contact:  National Jewish Medical & Research Center at  www.njc.org/proteomics. 

February 9, 2008
NM Chapter AAFP’s 26th Annual Refresher in Albuquerque
Embassy Suits Hotel, Albuquerque, NM
Contact: Sara Bittner at 505-292-3113 or www.familydoctornm.org

February 10-15, 2008
Mayo Clinic's Interactive Surgery Symposium
Wailea Beach Marriott Resort, Wailea-Maui, HI
Contact: Mayo Clinic at 480-301-4580 or mca.cme@mayo.edu

February 20-23, 2008
Mayo Clinic Symposium on Anesthesia and Perioperative Medicine
JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort, Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Mayo Clinic at 480-301-4580 

March 26-29, 2008
Clinical Reviews 2008: A Primary Care and Internal Medicine Update
Caleo Resort and Spa, Scottsdale, AZ
Contact: Mayo Clinic at 480-301-4580

March 27-29, 2008
Mayo School of Continuing Education Menopausal Medicine
Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM
Contact: 800-323-2688 (reference 2008R017) or www.mayo.edu/cma

cme

Happy

Holidays!


