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YOUR	VOICE	FOR	MEDICINE
2017	Legislative	Update	-	Week	4

Week	4	of	the	NMMS	legislative	report	-	or	the
condensed	priority	bill	version		-	are	available	to
download	and	review.

Senator	Gerry	Ortiz	y	Pino,	chair	of	Senate	Public	Affairs
Committee,	asked	other	committee	members	if	they	had
been	flooded	with	letters	and	calls	by	doctors	and	the	public
on	bills	that	the	Medical	Society	either	supported	or
opposed.		All	committee	members	confirmed	that	they	too
had	been	receiving	untold	numbers	of	emails	and	that	there
was	no	doubt	about	what	NMMS	either	supported	or
opposed	this	year!	So	thank	you	to	all	who	sent	letters	and
called	last	week	on	behalf	of	the	various	scope	expansion
bills.

This	last	week	SB	150	-	Chiropractic	Expansion	to	PCP	-	was
defeated	in	Senate	Public	Affairs	by	a	5	to	3	vote.		I	testified
with	pleasure	against	the	bill	on	2/7.	

SB	82	and	SB	128	-	Non-Compete	Venue	Fix	-	were
essentially	combined	by	Committee	Substitution	to	include
nurse	midwives	and	nurse	practitioner	as	protected	from
non-compete	clauses	in	employment	contracts.	The	bill
further	clarifies	that	New	Mexico	is	the	sole	venue	for
litigation.

SB	90	-	Prescribing	Psychologists	-	will	next	be	heard	in
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Senate	Judiciary.		NMMS	reached	agreement	with	the
sponsor	for	amendments	to	include	requirements	to	query
the	PMP,	to	remove	allowance	for	prescribing	psychologist	to
supervise	those	in	training,	and	to	keep	the	requirement	that
the	Medical	Board	approves	all	training	programs.	

HB	215	-	Collaboration	between	Physician	and	PA	-	will	be
heard	on	2/11	in	House	Health	and	Human	Services.		A
compromise	was	reached	and	amendments	were	accepted	by
the	PAs.		The	bill	creates	an	optional	two-tiered	track	after	3
years	of	supervision.		The	application	process	and
collaboration	program	will	be	regulated	by	the	Medical
Board.	If	a	PA	enters	into	a	collaborative	arrangement,	they
will	bear	all	liability	for	their	actions.		Dr.	Sandra	Whisler,
NMMS	Vice	President,	will	testify	in	support	of	the	bill.

Despite	much	discussion	and	work,	NMMS	will	not	support
HB	232	-	Holistic	Integrative	Medicine	Practitioner	at	the
HHHS	meeting	on	2/11.		Dr.	Whisler	and	Dr.	Grant
LaFarge,	Medical	Director	of	the	Medical	Board,	will	testify
against	the	bill.	

SB	145	-	Scope	of	Practice	Act	-	has	yet	to	be	scheduled	in
Senate	Rules.	However,	at	all	hearings	where	scope	is
discussed	-	chiropractors,	acupuncturists,	lay	midwives,
physician	assistants,	psychologists	-	the	bill	is	mentioned	and
support	is	expressed	-	no	opportunity	is	missed!	Please
continue	to	send	letters	from
QualityHealthForNewMexico	in	SUPPORT	of	SB	145.

If	you	prefer	to	call	legislators,	dial	505-986-	and	the	4	digits
associated	with	each	Senator	Phone	List	or
Representative	Phone	List.

If	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	me	directly,
Executive	Director	Randy	Marshall	at
rmarshall@nmms.org,	your	Councilor	as	listed	below	by
component	society,	or	reply	to	this	email.

With	best	regards	always,

William	Ritchie	MD
NMMS	President	2016-2017
ritchiewl@nmortho.net
*****************************************
Component	Society	Councilors	to	NMMS

Chaves	County	Councilor
Virgle	Herrin	MD
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(575)	937-3054
wonzayear@me.com

Cibola	County	Councilor
Arnold	Valdivia	MD
(505)	287-6500
arnievaldivia@hotmail.com

Curry-DeBaca-Roosevelt	(C-D-R)	County	Councilor
Albert	Kwan	MD
(575)	794-1894
alkwanmd@hotmail.com

Doña	Ana	County	Councilor	(2)
Harry	Bass	MD
(575)	522-0330
Harrybass3@aol.com

Kamran	Kamali	MD
(575)	522-1931
ihealwithsteel@hotmail.com

Eddy	County	Councilor
Joe	Salgado	MD
(575)	746-4540
drsalgado@artesiamedicalcenter.com

Grant	County	Councilor
Amos	Lash	MD
(575)	534-0556
lashurology@gmail.com

Greater	Albuquerque	Medical	Association	(GAMA)
Councilors	(5)
Mark	Chiu	MD
(505)	823-4411
mtchiu@eyenm.com

Annette	Fontaine	MD
(505)842-8171
afontaine@nmohc.com

Kirby	Gabrys	MD
(505)563-2800
gabrys@renalmed.com

Barbara	McAneny	MD
(505)	842-8171
mcaneny@nmohc.com

David	Stryker	MD
(505)	848-3730
davidwstryker@gmail.com

Lea	County	Councilor
Lenard	Wagner	MD
(575)	390-4079
lennywagner@aol.com

Lincoln	County	Councilor
Arlene	Brown	MD
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(575)	257-7712
arlenebrownmd@gmail.com

Los	Alamos/Rio	Arriba	County	Councilor
Ben	Neal	MD
(505)	622-4234
childrenssc@cybermesa.com

McKinley	County	Councilor
Mary	Poel	MD
(505)	863-1820
mpoel@rmchs.org

Otero	County	Councilor
William	Boehm	MD
(575)	437-0598
drnone71@gmail.com

San	Juan	County	Councilors	(2)
Allen	McCulloch	MD
(505)	327-9111
allenfornewmexico@gmail.com

Todd	Williams	MD
(505)	327-1754
willia81@hotmail.com

San	Miguel	County	Councilor
Nancy	Wright	MD
(505)	425-3566
njwrightmd@yahoo.com

Santa	Fe	County	Councilor	(2)
Lily	Love	MD
(505)	982-4848
lily.love@swentnm.com

Kristin	Reidy	DO
(505)	983-6613
kereidy@eyenm.com

Taos	County	Councilor
Jemery	Kaufman	MD
(575)	758-2224
jemsta.j@gmail.com

Valencia	County	Councilor
Richard	Madden	MD
(505)	864-5429
rmadden@phs.org

Learn	More	→
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800.748.1596	|	info@nmms.org
316	Osuna	Road,	NE	Suite	501	|	Albuquerque,	NM	87107
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